DOES  MD  BHEPJyARDIME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MMAL  RSPORT 


OP  THE 


J/IZIDICi\L  OPI'^ICSR  OP 


POR  THE  YEAR 


riO]RE  MD  BREiJi;fAS]jINE  RUR/i  IJSTRICT  COUNCIL 


Kr»  Chairman^  I^adies  and  Gent],emen, 

I have  the  honour  tc  submit  my  ihanual  Report  for  the 
year  19:55?  which  is  furnished  in  accordance  with  Article 
17,  suh-seotion  5?  of  the  Sanitary  Off  ice2:s  (Outside  London) 
Ee£_;ulations j 1935s  o.nd  Circular  17/55  of  the  Ministry  of 
lie  a It  ho 

^J7h.ilst  the  very  low  -prevalence  of  acute  notifiable 
di.aease  experienced  durlxg  the  previous  year  v/as  not 
ini'-iniameds  the  incidence  was  not  severe. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  increased  but  the 
number  of  live  births  was  only  slightly  less  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  Rural  District  was  free  from  typhoid 
fever?  poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria  throughout  the  year. 

I have  to  acknowledge  assistance  in  the  preparation  of 
ilmls  Report  and  throughout  the  year  by  my  colleagues? 

Mr,,  P,  Craze?  Clerk  to  the  Council;  Mr,  S.A.J,  Reece, 
rLaaiicial  Officer;  Mr.  D.J.  Francis,  Sanitary  Inspector; 
and  Mr.  D«0,  Williams,  Assistant  Finance  and  Rating  Officer. 

I take  this  opjoortunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  MemlDors  of  the  Council  for  the  support  which 
has  alv/ays  been  given  me  in  the  discharge  of  ny  duties. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

i 

. . . 

i)  0 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


19th  October,  1956. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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DORE  MW  BREDV/iiPDINE  HQRAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


STABT  OP  TIE  PUBLIC  HSiEKI  DJlPiETilENT 


IvIEDICAL  OPPICBR  OP  HEILTH 


VYilliam  Hogg,  M.B.,  B.So,  M.R.C.S., 


L.R.CcP.j  DoP.H. , 


P.R.S.I 


CLERK  TO  THE  lEDICiL  OPPICER  OP  lEiETH 


Hiss  A.O.  G-ale. 


Telephone: - 

Ross-on-fye  221A  Chepstow  House, 

Ross-on-Wye , 


SAH3TARY  TOSPECTOR,  SMITARY  SURVEYOR  MW  HOUSING  DESICTIATSD 

OPPICER 

Hr.  David  J.  Francis,  C.R.S.I.,  IvLS.I.A, 

ADDITIONAL  SMITARY  INSPECTOR  AHD  ASSISTANT  SURVEYOR 

ivir • R»j_i.  i/Ioor©,  C.R«SoI«,  M.S.I.A* 


Telephone 

Peterchurch  241  Urishay  House, 

Peter church. 


Herefordshire 
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SECTION  A - STATISTICS  MD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  ma  AREA 

The  District  is  entirely  agricultural  in  character.  There  is 
much  fine  scenery,  especially  in  the  V/est  where  the  Black  Mountains 
form  an  impressive  boundary. 


Area  (in  acres)  ••• 

84,532 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (3"!  •12.55.)  ••• 

2,443 

Rateable  Value  £27, 59^ 


Product  of  a Penny  Rate 

£109. 12. Id. 

Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year 
population  • • • 

8,340 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year 

Crude  live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated 
resi-dent  population,  ••• 

15.1 

Adjusted  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated 
resident  population  ... 

16.3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  births 
( live  and  still)  . . . 

30.8 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated 
resident  population  ... 

13.1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated 
resident  iDopulation  ... 

12.1 

Area  Coiip)arability  Factor  (Births)  ... 

1.08 

Area  Comparability  Factor  (Deaths)  ... 

0.93 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1000 
total  Births 

Heading  No. 30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion  Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ... 

39.7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live 
births  ... 

40.7 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate 
live  births 


Nil 
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Po'pulation 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population 
is  8340.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  occupied  house  is  3*41 
and  the  estimated  number  of  persons  per  acre  is  0.098.  The  average 
number  of  occupied  dwellings  per  acre  is  0.029.  The  natural 
increase  of  population,  that  is  the  excess  of  live  births  over 
deaths,  is  17° 


Births 


The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
126  (57  male  and  69  female),  giving  a crude  birth  rate  of  15."'  per 
1000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  corrected  live  birth  rate, 
using  the  con^jarability  factor  of  1,08,  was  16.3  per  1000  population. 
The  number  of  illegitimate  births  ’wa.s  3 ("I  male  and  2 female).  The 
live  births  which  occurred  out  of  wedlock  v/ere  2.3^  of  the  total 
live  births.  The  live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953  is 
15.0  per  1000  population. 


Stillbirths 


Pour  stillbirths  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still- 
birth rsite  was  30.8  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  The 
stillbirth  rate  for  the  year  for  England  and  Wales  is  23.1  per  1000 
total  (live  and  still)  births. 


Deaths 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  having  occurred  v\?ithin 
the  area  was  109  (6l  male  and  48  female),  after  the  deduction  of 
deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  v/ithin  the  District  and  the  addition 
of  deaths  of  residents  occurring  outside  the  area.  The  crude  death 
rate  is  13.I  per  1000  population.  Vi/hen  the  rate  is  adjusted  the 
corrected  death  rate  for  the  Rural  District  is  12.2  per  1000 
population.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Yfeles  for  the  year  under 
review  is  11.7  per  1000  population.  The  ratio  of  male/female  deaths 
is  1.27.  In  1934  there  were  72  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural 
District. 

The  most  frequent  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease  (headings 
Nos.  18  and  20),  accounting  for  26  deaths  (19  male  and  7 female) 
giving  an  a.djusted  death  rate  from  this  cause  of  2.9  per  1000 
estimated  population. 


Cancer  Deaths 


All  forms  of  cancer  (headings  Nos. 10,  11  and  14)  caused  20 
deaths  and  gives  an  adjusted  death  rate  from  this  cause  of  2.23  per 
1000  population.  In  1954  there  were  11  deaths  attributed  to  all 
forms  of  cancer. 


Infantile  Deaths 


The  number  of  infants  under  one  yQax  of  age  who  died  is  5 (3  male 
and  2 female).  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Rural  District  is, 
therefore,  39.7  per  1000  live  births  and  this  rate  for  the  year  for 
Englcnd  a,nd  Vfeleo  is  24.9  pf^r  1000  live  births.  Three  of  these 
babies  died  under  the  age  of  four  weeks.  The  neo-natal  mortality 
rate  for  the  Rural  District  is  23.8  per  1000  live  births  and  this 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1955  is  "'7.3  pci'  1000  live  births. 
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Deaths  due  to  G-as-britis»  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

No  deaths  v/ere  attributed  to  gastritis,  enteritis  or  diarrhoea. 


Deaths  from  Acute  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 

Pneumonia  caused  five  deathiS  and  was  the  only  acute  notifiable 
disease  causing  death.  The  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  Rural 
District  for  pneumonia  is,  therefore,  0»^6  per  1000  population. 

In  1954  four  deaths  were -caused  by  this  disease. 


Ti:berculosis 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis.  The  death  rate  for 
Sngla.nd  and  Wales  for  the  year  from  this  cause  is  0.1 46  per  1000 
population. 


Table  of  Causes  of  Death  according  to  Sex  and  Mortality  Rates 


List 

> 

Pe- 

Per- 

Corrected  D.R. 

No. 

Cause , 

Male. 

male. 

sons. 

ner  1000  Ponln. 

9 

Other  Infective  and 
parasitic  Diseases, 

1 

1 

0.11 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach. 

, 1 

1 

2 

0.22 

11. 

" '•  lung, 

bronchus. 

2 

1 

3 

0.33 

14. 

Other  malignant  and 
l5n"aphatic  neoplasms. 

9 

6 

15 

1.67 

15o 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 

- 

1 

1 

0.11 

16. 

Diabetes. 

- 

2 

2 

0.22 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system. 

5 

7 

12 

1.34 

18, 

Coronary  disease. 

7 

- 

7 

0.78 

20. 

Other  heart  disease. 

12 

7 

19 

2.12 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

3 

2 

5 

0.36 

23. 

Pneumonia, 

4 

1 

5 

0.56 

24« 

Bronchitis, 

4 

5 

9 

1.00 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system.  1 

1 

0.11 

26, 

Ulcer  of  stomach  a.nd 
duodenum. 

2 

2 

0.22 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

1 

1 

0.11 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

3 

•- 

3 

0.33 

31 « 

Congenital  malformations. 

.. 

1 

1 

0.11 

32, 

Other  defined  and  ill 
defined  diseases. 

6 

9 

15 

1.67 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  ikicidents. 

1 

1 

0.11 

34o 

ill  other  Accidents. 

1 

2 

3 

0.33 

35. 

Suicide. 

- 

1 

1 

0.11 

Adi  Causes 

61 

48 

109 

12.12 
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S3CTIQN  B - GMPRAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  K)R  THS  AR3A 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  usual  clinical  laboratory  investigations  are  made  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 

The  following  table  shov^/s  the  number  of  examinations  carried  out 
by  the  Laboratory  on  behalf  of  the  Department 


Swabs  • • • i i 
Faeces  ...  15 
Milk  (Methylene  Blue  Test ) ...  33 
Ivlilk  (phosphatase  Test)  ...  17 
Milk  (Biological)  ...  3 
Yfeter  (Bacteriological)  ...  79 


In  addition  three  sanples  of  water  were  sent  for  examination  by 
chemical  methods. 


Hospitals 

The  needs  of  the  population  are  met  by  the  hospitals  in  the  City 
of  Hereford.  Accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is 
available  at  the  Stretton  Sugwas  Hospital,  and  the  County  Hospital, 
Hereford, 


Ambulances 

The  ambula.nces  in  the  City  of  Hereford  ane  used  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District. 


Clinics 

A County  Council  Infant  Y/elfs-re  Centre  is  held  every  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  the  Instructional  Site,  Kingstone, 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  50 

No  burials  v/ere  carried  out  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  the  yean. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

One  investigation  v/as  made  under  this  section  during  the  year; 
no  formal  action  was  required. 
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SECTION  C ~ SMITARY  CIRCITrBTANCES  OF  THE  iE3A 


Geolc.gy 


The  whole  of  the  area  ia  formed  of  Old  Red  Sandstone  of  the 
Devonian  System^  here  represented  by  Upper  and  Lower  Old  Red  Sand- 
stone and  Marls. 

Water 

The  Yi/ater  supplies  in  the  Rural  District  are  of  various  types. 

Many  dwellings  depend  upon  shallo?/  wells.  There  are  small  piped 
scnem.es,  both  private  and  publicj  utilising  springs.  In  the  Madley 
and  iTingstone  area  a scheme  uses  purified  river  v/ater.  These 
supplies  are  not  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  area,  and  shortage 
of  waber  was  experienced  in  particular  at  Abbeydore,  Clifford, 

Er/yas  Harold,  Kilpeck,  Vowchuroh,  Walterstone  and  Wormbridge.  Water 
shortage  in  the  greater  part  of  the  Rural  District  has  been  mentioned 
in  my  Annual  Reports  for  very  many  years. 

Piped  water  supplies  are  provided  by  the  Council  in  the  parishes 
of  Clifford,  Dorstone  and  Lopgtown.  These  utilise  springs  on  high 
ground,  and  gravitate  to  the  supply  areas,  no  treatment  being  applied. 
Domestic  supplies  are  almost  all  afforded  by  separate  services  but 
there  are  three  standpipes  on  the  Clifford  Scheme  and  one  on  the 
Dorstone  Scheme.  The  water  of  the  Clifford  Scheme  is  somewhat  peaty 
and  occasionally  shows  a small  bacterial  content  and  this  supply  is 
net  adequate  for  the  Parish. 

The  Council  continued  to  manage  the  water  scheme  installed  at 
the  former  R.A.P.  Establishment  at  Madley,  which  provides  a piped 
supply  in  Madley  and  Kingstone.  The  v/ater  is  punped  from  the  river  V/ye, 
is  purified,  chlorinated  and  pumped  to  an  elevated  reservoir  at 
Kingstone.  The  intake  and  pumping  station  is  situated  at  Eaton 
Bishop,  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District. 

During  the  year,  no  extensions  of  public  water  madns  were  made. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  dv/ellings  supplied  from 
public  water  mains 


Clifford 

96 

Dorstone 

...  43 

Longtown 

...  71 

Kingstone 

...  222 

Madley 

...  1 01 

In  Cusop  parish  34  dr/ellings  are  supplied  from  the  water  mains  of 
the  Hay-on-Wye  Urban  District  Council. 


The  number  of  sanples  of  water  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  v/as  79  Q-ud  23  of  these  were  not  of  good  potable  quality. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  any  water  in  use  in  the  Rural  District  for 
aomestic  purposes  has  any  appreciable  solvent  action  upon  metals. 

During  the  year  3 wells  were  cleansed  and  repaired  and  one  new 
water  supply  was  provided.  The  number  of  water  supply  inspections 
was  -188. 


Page  6 o 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

In  Liadley  parish  an  extension  of  85O  yards  of  public  sewer  was 
laid,  a punping  station  constructed  and  a 4"  rising  main  laid  from 
the  punping  station  to  the  sewage  disposal  works.  This  installation 
was  conpleted  in  October.  In  Kingstone,  the  existing  system  of 
public  sewers  was  extended  by  1,130  yards  to  drain  the  village  and 
the  Barrow  Common  area. 

The  number  of  new  drains  constructed  in  connection  with  dwelling 
houses  was  58-  The  number  of  existing  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 
was  51*  The  number  of  drain  tests  cajrried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  was  1 26. 


Rivers  and  Streams 


The  Rural  District  contains  a number  of  rivers.  The  river  Wye 
in  the  north  forms  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  area  from  Hay  to 
Bredwardine.  The  Rural  District  is  traversed  by  the  Monnow,  the 
Dore,  the  Escley  Brook  and  Dulas  Brook  - all  are  clean  rivers. 


Closet  Accommodation 

The  principal  type  of  closet  in  use  within  the  Area  is  the  pail 
closet,  but  the  number  of  water  closets  steadily  increases  each  year. 
Efforts  to  secure  conversion  continued  throughout  the  year.  Ten 
privies  were  converted  to  pail  closets  and  10  privies  were  converted 
to  water  closets,  whilst  28  pail  closets  were  converted  to  water 
closets. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  Council  provides  a system  of  domestic  refuse  collection 
throughout  the  area  with  the  exception  of  Cusop  parish.  This  is 
carried  out  by  contract  and  collection  is  made  every  six  weeks. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  tipping. 

In  Cusop  parish  a regular  system  of  domestic  refuse  collection 
is  provided  once  each  month  by  the  Hay-on-Wye  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Council  does  not  carry  out  the  cleansing  of  cesspools  and 
privies  other  than  those  on  its  o\m  property.  Twentytwo  cesspools 
were  cleansed  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 


Shops  and  Offices 


No  formal  action  v/as  necessary  under 
but  65  inspections  of  these  premises  were 


the  Public  Health  Act,  1 93^ 
made  during  the  year. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public  within 
the  Area. 
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Cariipinp;  Sites 

Cajiping  forms  no  significant  public  health  problem  at  the 
present  time  in  the  Rural  District,  Two  sites  were  used  for 
camming  purposes  during  1955  and  v/ere  quite  satisfactory.  The 
maximum  number  of  canpers  v/ithin  the  area  on  any  one  day  is 
estimated  at  60  persons.  No  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council 
with  respect  to  Camping  Sites  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

No  dv^relling  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs 
during  the  year. 


San.itary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

I am  indebted  to  IvJf.  D.J.  Francis,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
Council,  for  the  following  tabular  statement,  furnished  under 
Article  27  (18)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Regulations,  1935* 

Inspections 


Accumulations 

• • • 

2 

Ashbins  and  Ashpits 

• • • 

12 

Bakehouses 

• • a 

26 

Ca^nping  Sites 

• • • 

4 

Caravans 

• • • 

2 

Dairies 

• • • 

88 

Drainage 

• • • 

110 

Drain  Tests 

• • • 

126 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises 

• • • 

3 

Factories  (without  mechanical  power) 

• • • 

14 

Factories  (with  mechanical  power) 

• • • 

23 

Pood  Poisoning 

• « • 

2 

Pood  Handling  Byelaws 

• 9 0 

65 

Pood  Premises 

• • • 

65 

Fruit  and  Hep  Pickers’  Quarters 

Houses  (Consolidated  Regulations 

9 • • 

10 

1925) 

9 9 9 

564 

Housing  (other) 

999 

321 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Kitchens 

9 9 9 

18 

Ice  Cream( Registered  Premises) 

9 9 9 

11 

Infectious  Disease 

9 9 9 

48 

Licensed  Victuallers'  Premises 

9 9 9 

12 

Offensive  Smells 

9 9 0 

5 

Petroleum  Stores 

9 9 9 

24 

Schools 

9 9 9 

10 

Sewage  Disposal  V/orks 

9 9 9 

52 

Sewers 

9 9 9 

52 

Shops 

9 9 9 

65 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

9 9 9 

26 

Slaughterhouses 

9 9 9 

104 

Unsound  Food 

9 9 9 

6 

VTater  Supply 

9 9 9 

188 

Water  Courses 

9 9 9 

21 

Notices  Issued 


Vf 

2 

2 


Informal 

Statutory  re  housing 
Statutory  under  other  Acts 
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SuiTxaary  of  Defects  Remedied 


Accumulations  removed  ...  2 

Cesspools  and  septic  tatiks  cleansed  ...  54 

Ditches  cleared  ...  1 

Domestic  Baths  provided  ...  38 

Drains  and  Gullies  cleared  ...  1if0 

Drains  repaired  ...  57 

Nev\r  drains  provided  ...  58 

Defective  floors  repaired  ...  y\ 

Defective  roofs  repaired  ...  21 

Defective  eaves  gutters  repaired  ...  21 

Defective  hrickwork  repaired  ...  20 

Defective  Coi^pers  remedied  ...  3 

Disinfections  after  infectious 
Disease  ...  11 

Disinfestations  ...  2 

Defective  windov^s  repaired  ...  122 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  ...  18 

Dan^jness  of  floors  and  v\?alls 
remedied  ...  7 

Cisterns  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  38 

Closets  repaired  ...  32 

Dairies  reconstructed  ...  4 

Dairies  inproved  ...  3 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises 
cleansed  ...  2 

New  Gullies  provided  ...  l62 

Gully  Covers  provided  ...  l62 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  ...  10 

Old  drains  sealed  ...  33 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  ...  10 

Rainy\;ater  pipes  provided  or 
repaired  ...  26 

Staircases  repaired  ...  6 

Slaughterhouses  inproved  ...  2 

New  sinks  provided  ...  6l 

Soil  pipes  repaired  ...  10 

Sanitary  Fittings  provided  ...  38 

Stoves  repaired  ...  38 

New  Urinals  provided  ...  1 

Urinals  repaired  ...  2 

Ventilation  inproved  ...  2 

vYells  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  5 

V/ater  Supplies  provided  ...  1 

Ivliscellaneous  Defects  remedied  ...  781 

Footpath  Channels  remedied  ...  2 
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Factory  Form  572  (Revised) 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  19355  for  the  Rural  District  of  Dore  and  Bredwardine,  in 

the  County  of  Hereford, 

•part  I of  Act 


1 . Inspections  made  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
( includinp;  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


A --  ■!-_  — n— 

Prem.ises 

Number  on 
Register. 

Inspect- 

ions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1j253s4 
a.nd  6 are  to  he 
enforced  by  the 

Iiocal  Authorities. 

23 

29 

2 

- 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

14 

18 

- 

- 

Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  Outv/orkers' 
promises) . 

7 

20 

- 

- 

Total 

43 

67 

- 

- 

2,  Cases -in  Y\rhich  defects  were 

found. 

Number 

of  cases 

in  which 

defects 

Number  of 

pa.rticulars  Pound. 

were  found 

Remedied.  Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector. 

cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

fiant  of 

cleanliness.  2 

2 

2 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

Unsuitable  1 

or  defective. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total  3 

3 

- 

2 

- 

Outworkers 


There  are  no  outv/orkers  registered  with  the  Local  Authority 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  -Act;,  1949 

The  Council  has  appointed  a part  time  Rodent  Officer,  and  his 
work  during  1955  is  recorded  in  the  following  table 


Premises 

Inspected. 

Total 

Mice. 

Infestations 

RATS 

Major  Minor 

No.  of 

prep-  Statutory 

erties  Notices, 

treated. 

Local 

Authorities' 

Properties. 

10 

. 4 . 

12 

Dwelling 

Houses. 

716 

1 

1 

_7i- 

74  . 

Agricultural 

Properties. 

870 

126 

All  other 
( including 
business) 

173 

1 

premises. 

Total 

1769 

2 

1 

201 

86  - 

Altogether  153  treatments  v/ere  carried  out,  including  11  at  the 
refuse  tip.  One  sewer  test  was  made  at  Kingstone  and  one  maintenance 
treatment  was  carried  out. 


SECTION  D - HOUSPrO 


Buildings  in  the  former  R. A.P,  Establishment  at  Madley  and 
Itingstone  continued  to  be  occuiDied  throughout  the  year  as  tenporary 
dwellings.  At  the  end  of  the  year  13A  were  occupied.  In  addition, 
there  are  29  teiigporary  dv/ellings  under  the  management  of  another 
Authority.  It  is  estimated  that  about  550  persons  are  housed  in 
this  tenporary  accoimnodation,  much  of  it  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

At  the  end  of  the  previous  year  147  tenporary  dwellings  were 
occupied. 

The  Council's  building  programme  for  the  provision  of  new 
dv/ellings  continued  to  make  progress.  The  number  of  new  Council 
houses  occupied  during  the  year  was  38  (19  at  Kingstone  and  19  at 
Hadley.  A further  32  dwellings  v/ere  under  construction  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  These  ’were  situated  at  Itingstone  (7)j  Madley  (18)  and 
Peterchurch  (9)» 

Private  persons  corrpleted  8 dwellings  and  7 were  under  construction 
at  thie  end  of  the  year. 


I, Tien  the  yea-r  closed  there  v/ere  258  applications  for  houses  before 
the  Council.  InaxLequacy  of  v/ater  supplies  prevented  the  construction 
of  Council  houses  at  E,vyas  Harold.  The  absence  of  water  supplies 
continues  to  be  a serious  obstacle  to  the  Council's  efforts  to  provide 
adequate  housing. 
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Inspection  of  Dv?elling  Houses  during  the  Year 


1 . Total  number  of  dy\relling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  iksts) 

2.  Nuniber  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

3o  Number  of  dwelling  houses  exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head 
found  not  to  be  in  all  re,^ect3  reasonably 
fit  for  huiToan  habitation 


liouses  demolished  or  closed  during  the  Year 

1 . Housing  -Act  1 

(a)  Demolished  as  a result  of  informal 

procedure  (Section  11) 

(b)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  owners  under  Section  11  and 
still  in  force 

(c)  Parts  of  building  closed  (Section  12) 

2.  Housing  Act  1 949 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders 
under  Section  3(1 ) and  3(2) 

3o  Local  Government  (Mscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953« 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders  under 
Section  10(l)  and  11(2) 


Houses  repaired  during  the  Year 

1 . Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied  during  the  year 
as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Housing  or  Public 
Health  Acts 

2.  Public  Health  Acts  - action  after  service 
of  formal  notice: 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

3*  Housing  Act  1936  - action  after  service  of 

formal  notice  (Sections  9ji^0,11  and  l6): 
Houses  made  fit 
(a^  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

4«  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved 
and  Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Section  5) 
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Ilousing  Act,  1936  - Part  PV  - OveroroY'rding 


(a) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

• • • 

11 

(^) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

• • • 

2 

(a) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

• • • 

2 

(<i) 

Dwelling  houses  wrhich  have  again  become 
overcrov/ded  after  steps  by  Local  Authority 
for  abatement 

• • • 

Nil 

Prooeedlnp;s  under  Housing  Act,  1949-  Section  20 

Seven  grants  v/ere  made  by  the  Council  for  the  inprovement  of 
dwellings  during  the  year. 


SPOT  ION  3 - IN'SpBGTIQN  MB  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk 


Eleven  distributors  of  milk  are  registered  v/ith  the  Council 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

There  are  no  plants  for  the  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation  of 
milk  situated  within  the  Rural  District.  Pour  distributors  were 
granted  supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk, 
one  was  licensed  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk,  and  two  licensed 
for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

The  number  of  sanples  of  milk  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  methylene  blue  test  was  33?  and  17  saiples  of  pasteurised  milk 
were  sent  for  phosphatase  test.  All  samples  of  pasteurised  milk 
conplied  in  all  respects  v\rith  the  standard  but  four  sanples  of 
tuberculin  tested  milk  out  of  nine  sanples  submitted  failed  to 
satisfy  the  standard.  Six  samples  sent  for  biological  test  were 
free  from  tuberculosis  and  brucellosis. 


Ice  Cream 


The  sale  of  this  food  within  the  Rural  District  is  very  limited. 
During  the  year  1 registration  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
was  granted,  bringing  the  total  number  of  such  registrations  to  ten. 
The  number  of  infections  made  of  registered  premises  was  eleven. 


Shell  Pish 


The  sale  of  occasional  Jars  or  tins  of  preserved  shell  fish 
appears  to  form  the  sale  of  shellfish  virithin  the  Rural  District. 
No  action  was  necessa.ry  with  regard  to  this  food. 


Meat 


There  are  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  Rural 
District;  these  are  small  but  are  in  a reasonable  condition.  All 
carcases  and  offals  are  inspected  by  the  sanitary  inf  ectors. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in 
whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cows  ■ 

Cows 

Ca Ives 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

..P.iES 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 

known) 

. 95  . 

3 

1 

473  . 

75 

Number  ini^ected 

95 

5 

1 

473 

75 

All  diseases 
except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cystic  ere  i 

ViThole  carcases 
condemned 

7 

1 

Carcases  of  v/hich 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

1A- 

i 

CD 

17 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cystic ere i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  only; 

liThole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

1 

3 

Percentage  of  the 
nanber  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cycticerosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- ■ 

- 

The  inspection  of  meat  immediately  after  slaughter  has  been 
carried  out  without  any  difficulty. 

_Slanghter  of  Animals  Act,  1953  Slaughter  of  Animals 
■Amendment  Act,  1954- 

Seven  Slaughtermen  were  licensed  by  the  Council  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  other  than  horses. 
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Food  Poisoning 

Four  notifications  of  food  poisoning  were  received  during 
the  year;  three  arose  in  the  second  quarter  and  involved  one 
household  - the  infection  being  caused  by  Salmonella  I^phi- 
murium.  It  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection 
as  infection  \7as  certainly  acquired  in  the  London  area. 

The  fourth  notification  "was  received  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  year  and  was  caused  by  Sabnonella  Mishmar-Haemek,  a type  which 
is  found  in  Asia  Minor  but  v/hich  has  not  been  previously  identified 
in  Britian.  It  appears  to  cause  illness  which  persists  for  many 
months.  As  the  patient  had  not  been  abroad  it  is  difficult  to 
account  for  this  infection  appearing  in  a rural  area. 


Food  and  Drug  Act^  1938.  Section  14 

Six  premises  are  registered  y/ith  the  Council  under  this  section, 
one  being  concerned  with  fruit  and  vegetable  preservation.  The 
number  of  inspections  of  these  registered  premises  carried  out  in 
the  year  was  32, 


Unsound  Food 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption,  and  voluntarily  surrendered: - 


Quant  ity 

Food 

Cause  of 
Unsoundness 

82  lbs. 

Beef 

Disease. 

113  lbs. 

Liver 

Paras ites. 

180  lbs. 

Pig  Meat 

Disease, 

60  lbs. 

Pig  Heads 

It 

18  lbs. 

Pig  Liver 

Parasites, 

143  lbs. 

Mutton 

Disease, 

4o  lbs. 

Sheep  Liver 

Paxasites. 

Fresh  meat  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consuirption  is 
collected  and  used  for  dog  food. 


Byelaws  as  to  Handling,  etc,  of  Food 

The  number  of  inspections  made  was  65  and  no  infringements  were 
found. 
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SECTION  F - PRIWi\T,PI\rai  MD  CONTROL  O'^TERa  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  incidence  of  acute  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  the  Rural 
District  during  1955  was  somewhat  greater  than  in  the  previous  year  as 
altogether  122  notifications  were  received.  This  gives  a notification 
rate  of  14.6  per  1000  estimated  population.  The  increase  was  caused 
by  the  increased  prevalence  of  measles  about  the  middle  of  the  year, 
for  the  incidence  of  other  diseases  was  less  than  in  1954*  However, 
measles  tends  to  increase  in  prevalence  every  two  or  three  years,  and 
1954  was  a year  of  aLmost  complete  freedom  from  the  disease. 


Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  In  each  Quarter 


Disease 

1st 

Quarter.. 

2nd 

Quarter, 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Y'/hooping  Gough, 

6 

3 

4 

4 

17 

Pneumonia, 

7 

1 

4 

3 

15 

Ileasles. 

- 

45 

40 

2 

87 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

All  Diseases 

15 

49 

48 

10 

122 

. 

I.ieasles. 

Altogether  87  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received,  the 
incidence  being  almost  equally  divided  between  the  second  and  third 
quarters  of  the  year.  The  incidence  rate  was  10.4  per  1000 
estimated  population.  There  were  5I  dv/ellings  involvedjin  27  of 
these  only  one  case  occurred,  whilst  I5  dwellings  each  gave  rise  to 
2 cases  and  7 experienced  3 cases.  In  one  dwelling  5 cases  occurred. 
There  were  no  deaths  caused  by  the  disease.  There  was  a clear 
history  of  contact  in  respect  of  33  patients,  and  over  one  half  of 
the  patients  v/ere  be'fcrween  the  ages  of  5 snd  10  years.  There  was  a 
higher  incidence  in  males  than  in  females  the  ratiobeing  1,415,  The 
perish  of  Crcop  experienced  29  cases  end  the  disease  first  appeared  in 
this  parish,  and  subsequently  spread  to  the  adjoiiing  parishes. 


VThooping  Gough 

The  child  population  of  the  Rural  District  was  never  quite  free 
from  whooping  cough  in  anjr  quarter  but  the  incidence  was  very  low,  as 
only  17  notifications  were  received  during  the  year.  The  morbidity 
rate  was  2,0  per  1000  estimated  population,  and  11  families  were 
affected.  All  patients  recovered  and  ten  were  under  five  years  of 
age,  the  sexes  were  equally  affected,  and  six  patients  were  contacts 
of  a previous  known  case. 
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Sc ar let  Fever 


Only  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred,  one  in  the  first 
cjue^rter  and  the  other  in  the  final  quarter  of  the  year.  The 
incidence  rate  is,  therefore,  0.24  per  1000  estimated  population. 
Both  patients  recovered. 


Pneumonia 


The  numher  of  notifications  of  pneumonia  received  was  15s 
giving  an  incidence  of  1.8  per  1000  estimated  pojpulation.  This 
was  less  than  the  number  in  the  previous  year  (21).  The  first 
quarter  of  the  year  was  the  jperiod  of  maximum  incidence;  six  cases 
occurred  in  Kingstone  parish  and  three  in  Madley  - these  parishes 
have  the  largest  population.  Unfortunately,  five  deaths  were  caused 
by  pneumonia,  giving  a corrected  death  rate  from  this  cause  of  0.5^  per 
1000  population. 


-Analysis  of  notified  cases  according  to  certain  Age  Groups 


Disease. 

0- 

1 + 

3+ 

5+ 

10+ 

•r.o. 

i5+ 

25-i- 

35+ 

63+ 

All 

Ages, 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

■./'/hooping  Cough 

1 

0 

7 

A 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

17 

Measles. 

- 

9 

1A 

50 

12 

1 

- 

1 

- 

87 

Pneumonia, 

Puerperal 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

8 

3 

15 

Pyre:cia, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

Total 

1 

13 

22 

56 

14 

2 

1 

10 

3 

122 

Tuberculos is 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  63  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  Register  (50  respiratory  and  I3  non-respiratory) . Luring  the 
year  6 cases  of  respiratory  and  one  of  non-respiratory  disease  were 
added.  Pour  cases  of  respiratory  disease  and  one  of  non-respiratory 
disease  were  new  infections.  Ten  cases  of  respiratory  disease  and 
one  of  non-respiratory  disease  were  removed  from  the  Register  during 
the  year.  No  less  than  eight  rem.ovals  were  due  to  recovery  of 
patient.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  59?  of  these  46  were  suffering  from  respiratory  disease  • 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955 


NM  CASES  DEATHS 


Age 

Respiratory, 

N on-Re  sp  ir  at  ory . 

Respiratory. 

Non-Resp  ir  at  ory . 

Groups. 

M.  P, 

M,  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P, 

0+  - - 

1-r  1 

5+  - 1 


15+ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35+ 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45+ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55+ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65+ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o 


